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The Academic, Cultural, Technological, and Scientific Olympics (ACT-SO) was 
developed to enhance and showcase the academic and artistic achievement of African- 
American high school students just as we do their athletic achievements. Since 1978, the 
NAACP ACT-SO program has: 
 Challenged students to excel and consistently put a spotlight on their efforts and 

successes; 
 Raised the standard of excellence and expectation among our youth; 
 Promoted a climate of academic and artistic development; 
 Encouraged students to pursue higher education; and, 
 Mobilized the adult community to serve as mentors and coaches to prepare 

students to compete in the areas of STEM, humanities, entrepreneurship, 
performing, visual, and culinary arts. 

 
ACT-SO is intended to be a learning experience, first and foremost. Local students 
participate in a seven-month enrichment program that consists of workshops, tutorials, 
and field trips conducted by high school and college educators, business professionals, 
and community leaders who are experts in their field. There are monthly enrichment 
sessions designed to not only assist with projects, but to enhance presentation skills, time-
manage techniques, and interpersonal adeptness beneficial in every aspect of their lives. 
In addition to these sessions, each student meets regularly with their mentor in one-on-
one project development sessions. 
 
The local competition serves to showcase the results of the students’ hard work and 
dedication. ACT-SO Olympians receive medals and scholarships provided by local and 
regional sponsors and contributors. Olympians who receive gold medals compete at the 
National NAACP ACT-SO Competition among hundreds of Olympians from across the 
country for scholarships and other rewards provided by national sponsors totaling over 
$300.000. 
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